ALFRED NOBEL AND LITERATURE
" And what about the poor women," said Emmy. " Aren't they
to have a vote ? "
" I consider," answered Avenir, " that they are as much entitled
to it as we men/'
Developing his scheme, however, Avenir was inclined to restrict
the rights of women. He did not regard it as advisable to make
women eligible for the presidency or for a governorship. While
admitting that a queen could govern as well as a king, he said, " I
believe nevertheless that it is better to exclude the rivalry of
women in this sphere. It is, so to speak, man's province to
command."
When he grew up, Nobel appears to have had neither the time
nor the inclination to concern himself with poetry, but he attentively
followed both Swedish and foreign literature, and, being an idealist,
he strongly disapproved of Zola and the whole realistic school,
On the other hand, the sceptical and polished Maupassant was one
of his favourite authors. In Paris he lived a quite secluded life,
and according to Bertha von Suttner, Madame Adam was almost
the only person he visited, her salon being at that time the most
brilliant literary salon in Paris. His correspondence however,
shews that Victor Hugo also sometimes invited him to his house.
He seems to have been most keenly interested in English literature,
in which he was widely read, but he kept abreast of Scandinavian
literature too. He wrote a letter about Ibsen's Peer Gynt which
amounts almost to a critical review, and he was an enthusiastic
admirer of Bjornson's work, although not of his personality.
Amongst the Swedish poets he was attracted especially by Viktor
Rydberg, and Selma Lagerlof. Regarding the latter he wrote:
" Have you met Selma Lagerlof ? Ingeborg has sent me * Gosta
Berling's Saga/ Read it. The book is exceedingly original, and
although the action is, by our standards, even more unreasonable
than is the course of nature, the style is fascinating, and cannot be
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